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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, October 18, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony C. Markus 

     Trustee Peter F. Grunthal    

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David J. Squirrell 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

                  Absent:    Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 

 

6:45 PM Interview- Tree Preservation Board 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise and 

join her in the pledge of allegiance.  

 

1) Communications: 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that water production for the month of September 

was a little more than 41,000,000 gallons with a daily average of 1.4 million gallons 

which is down from August.  The bulk of that was from Byram Lake, approximately 1.2 

million gallons with the rest being generated from the Leonard Park Wells.  The lake was 

at 97% at the beginning of the month and at 99% at the end of the month with the 

Leonard Park wells working throughout the month.  

 

 Mayor Picinich asked if the recommendation that Verizon made to replace the 

copper lines would be the responsibility of the Village or Verizon.  Mr. Brancati replied 

that we are working with Verizon to get this done.   

 

b. Thank You Letters 

 

Mr. Brancati read the following: 
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c. Early Voting  

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that early voting would begin on Saturday, October 

23rd in the Charles C. Pieragostini room of the Memorial Complex at 1 Wallace Drive in 

Leonard Park and shared the following: 

 

 Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021 from noon until 5:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021 from noon until 5:00 p.m. 

 Monday, Oct. 25, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2021 from noon until 8:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 Thursday, Oct. 28, 2021 from noon until 8:00 p.m. 

 Friday, Oct. 29, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday, Oct. 30, 2021 from noon until 5:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021 from noon until 5:00 p.m. 
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d. Mobile Shredder 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile shredder would be visiting Mount 

Kisco on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Fox Senior 

Center, 198 Carpenter Avenue.   

 

Mr. Brancati also advised residents that there were changes in the refuse, 

recycling, and leaf collection schedules. This information was also made available on the 

website, Facebook and municipal channel and is as follows: 

 

Monday 11/1: Bottles and Cans 

Tuesday 11/2: NO PICK UP  

Wednesday 11/3: NO CHANGE 

WE WILL NOT PICK UP BOTTLES AND CANS ON WEDNESDAY- NO EXCEPTION 

 

Monday November 8th - Schedule stays the same 

Tuesday, November 9th - Schedule stays the same  

Wednesday, November 10th - cardboard/newspaper and Thursday’s garbage 

Thursday, November 11th- Closed 

Friday, November 12th- No Change       

 

Monday November 22nd - Schedule stays the same 

Tuesday, November 23rd - Schedule stays the same  

Wednesday, November 24th- cardboard/newspaper and Thursday’s garbage 

Thursday, November 25th- Closed  

Friday, November 26th- Closed 

Monday, November 29th  – Friday’s garbage  

 

November 1st – 12th  & November 29th – December 19th-  pick up of leaves on 

streets with Thursday Refuse pick up 

 

November 15th – 26th & December 13th – December 24th – pick up of leaves on 

streets with Friday Refuse pick up 

 
 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Grunthal had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that Medicare Open Enrollment is now open 

and as a result there are a lot of support services out there to help.  The Westchester 

Library system has a one-on-one review service that will go over what you have, what 

you need, make recommendations, and guide you through the Medicare website.  She 

went on to say that effective January 1, 2022, CareMount will no longer participate in 

Fidelis Medicare and Aetna individual Medicare plans.  Trustee Schleimer also reminded 

residents that the Photo Exhibition is still available to view in the library community 

room.  She went on to say that today was the last day to request an absentee ballot for 

the general election.  Trustee Schleimer continued to give information for webinars to 

aid with Medicare enrollment as well as a transportation forum to discuss the needs of 

residents in the County.   

 

Trustee Squirrell had no report at this time.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there were currently 1,369 active covid cases 

in the County with 12 here in the Village with 85.5% of residents in the 10549 zip code 
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receiving at least one dose of the vaccine.  She advised residents that there were 

boosters available and are encouraged for those who are immunocompromised or 65 

years or older.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that this was fire prevention week and to 

celebrate there are going to be things going on at the Green Street fire house where 

there will be an open house with family activities right after the ribbon cutting ceremony 

on October 24th.  She also advised residents that a Halloween Festival would be 

happening in Leonard Park on Saturday October 30th.  She also made mention of a food 

drive sponsored by Assemblyman Burdick happening on October 23rd.  Mayor Picinich 

also wanted to inform residents of an Emergency Rental Assistance program through the 

County for those who are unable to pay rent due to Covid.  Mayor Picinich also urged 

everyone to take part in the Cellular Communications Survey that was launched to help 

create a master plan for Northern Westchester.  The link is available on Facebook and 

the Village website under quick links.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to share that the 

Chamber of Commerce’s Citizens of the Year have been selected and they will have an 

award dinner on November 3rd at the Mount Kisco Country Club.  This year they are 

honoring Fortunato Cambareri, Suzzanne Grant, Saw Mill Club, and the Mount Kisco Arts 

Council.  The last thing that Mayor Picinich wanted to share was a letter that she had 

received from a planner and consultant, Carmine Labriolla, who works with Caremount 

Medical Group and who wanted to recognize the work of the Department of Public Works 

for their response to a damaged water line.   Mayor Picinich also wanted to remind 

residents that during this election there is a local proposition on the ballot to abolish the 

Mount Kisco Police Department and replace it with contracted services, which we have 

been using for a few years now with the County Police.   

 

Trustee Schleimer also wanted to share that the Columbus Day celebration also 

happened on Sunday, October 10th along with a beautiful ceremony where the Italian 

American Club of Northern Westchester and Legado Latino joined together to bring a 

cultural festival with food, music, and a car show that was fun for everyone.  

 

 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 
a. Adopt Local Law 2021-03- Leaf Blower Legislation 

  Mayor Picinich made note that this legislation had public hearings open for four 

(4) months.  The Board received comments both at meetings and through written 

comments, incorporated feedback, and made changes to the legislation to bring it to its 

final version.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal mentioned that this legislation would put limits on the usage 

and time of year when leaf blowers would be allowed.  This legislation is following the 

footsteps of many other municipalities in Westchester County.  He thanked the Board for 

supporting this legislation even though he would have preferred a more rapid 

implementation, but is grateful that they supported the principal concept and supported 

the ultimate legislation. 

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus made mention that he is more cognizant of the noise as he 

drives around the Village and is thankful for this legislation as he has seen firsthand how 

disturbing it can be.  

 

 Mayor Picinich wanted to say that this is an important starting point. We will see 

a natural evolution over time as more technology becomes available and affordable, but 

thinks that this legislation says that this community would like to move in that direction.  
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A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to adopt Local Law 2021-03- Leaf Blower Legislation; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

b. Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the First Amendment to the 

Urban Consortium Agreement 

Mayor Picinich wanted to make note that the amendment is to abide by all of the 

federal regulations that follow as well as by the federal laws and acts themselves. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to authorize the Mayor to execute the First Amendment to the Urban 

Consortium Agreement; all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

c. Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager to execute an agreement with 

Westchester County for a Positive Youth Development program entitled 

“Camp Lifeguard Youth Program” 

Mayor Picinich made mention that by participating in this program and agreeing 

to the criteria, the Village would be able to get reimbursed for lifeguards hired to work at 

our pool. 

 

There was a small discussion amongst the Board regarding whether this funding 

was a yearly fund and the criteria that is needed to be eligible.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to authorize the Village Manager to execute the agreement with Westchester 

County for the Camp Lifeguard Youth Program; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

d. Board Appointment 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to appoint Mark von Holstein to the Tree Preservation Board; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

e. Resolution to review the advisory opinion of the Ethics Board and take 

action thereon 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there was an ethics complaint that was 

reviewed by our Ethics Board and wanted to read the following: 

 

 The Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees (BoT) received an advisory 

opinion of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Ethics (BoE) on September 29, 

2021. The BoE opinion was based on a comprehensive investigation which included 

interviews, a review of documents, meeting video, relative case law, and authorities. 

The BoE responded to a complaint received on June 4, 2021, submitted by a Mount 

Kisco resident alleging Ralph Vigliotti, member of the Mount Kisco Planning Board, 

violated the Village Code of Ethics. The complaint alleges that Mr. Vigliotti publically 

discussed proposed zoning amendments for the purpose of impacting any 

recommendation to the BoT and further alleges that by publically stating his point of 

view on matters that will come before the Planning Board in an alleged attempt to 

influence decision making to benefit his interest. The BoE advised that Mr. Vigliotti’s 

statements at the BoT public hearing did not violate Village Code of Ethics Section 9-

11, he was speaking to the BoT at a public hearing as a resident of the Village.  They 

further advised that his conduct at the Planning Board meeting was in violation of 

Sections 9-6a and 9-8a of the Village Code of Ethics.  By virtue of Mr. Vigliotti’s 

statement of intention to recuse himself and simultaneously utilizing his position on 

the Planning Board as a pulpit on which to convey his objections, Mr. Vigliotti’s 

conduct was improper.  The BoE further opined that in doing so and repeating on 

several occasions that he owned property on North Moger that could be impacted by 

the zoning amendment and that he intended to recuse himself he created an 

appearance of impropriety by giving the impression that he was trying to persuade 

other Planning Board members in the discussions leading up to the vote on the 

zoning amendment.  They further stated that once Mr. Vigliotti stated that he 

intended to recuse himself from voting on the amendment, he should not have 

continued to discuss the matter extensively at Planning Board meetings.  The Village 

Board of Trustees concurs with the Village Board of Ethics conclusion.  The Village 

Board understands that Mr. Vigliotti’s term on the Planning Board ends on December 

5, 2021, he has chosen not to seek a further term.  Therefore, this Board will not, in 

this case, take any further action.  

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

pay the bills as submitted on October 15, 2021, for the months of September and 

October 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 193,207.83 

Water Fund      $   30,034.99 

Sewer Fund      $     9,422.12 

Library Fund     $     8,746.32    

Capital Fund      $   15,059.46 
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Trust Fund      $     8,167.64 

    TOTAL   $ 264,638.36 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: AI Engineers professional services, Mr. 

Brancati advised that this was the agreement on the extension of the shot clock for the 

cell tower application at 180 S. Bedford Road; she questioned a double payment for a 

resident; Union Hook and Ladder reimbursement, Mr. Brancati replied that every time a 

company gets a new member they receive the reimbursement; H. Stanley Johnson 

Company, Mr. Brancati replied that this was confirming the flood elevation certifications 

for the Green Street Fire House; Special Purpose Fund, Mayor Picinich replied that t-

shirts were bought and sold as a fundraiser for the playground in Leonard Park, this 

money is similar to Trust and Agency and is designated for a specific purpose. 

 

Trustee Grunthal questioned a bill for legal services, Mr. Brancati replied that it is still in 

line with budget.  

 

9) Minutes: 

a. VB Regular Meeting – 9.20.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the minutes for September 20, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Abstain 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. VB Regular Meeting – 10.4.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

approve the minutes of October 4, 2021, with edits; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:32 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


